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Chair’s Chat

Ros Rivaz - ECA Chair
Spring is in the air and light evenings are back! Gone are the frosty mornings and warming our
hands by the fire. Everyone is out and about again and that feels good!
The Christmas lights switch on event still holds warm memories, thanks to the hard work and
co-ordination of so many under the leadership of Karen Waller, Stephen Gosnell and Paul
Roach, all of who deserve a huge thank you. Our chosen charity Alexander Devine again
welcomed the sizeable donations that they received. On behalf of us all thank you to our
financial sponsors too.
We have held several events from talks, to a pub quiz, to defibrillator training to our new
autumn “spring clean” all of which have enjoyed great support from our community. We
always have positive feedback about the ECA weekly Newsletter (or Shout Out, as we call it).
Thank you to all of the committee and friends, including the Eton Matters Editor for all that
you do for us.
We are sad that we will be saying goodbye to our ward Borough Councillor, Malcolm
Alexander. He has been chosen by another ward at this time of boundary changes. Malcolm has
supported Eton with improvements in paving, lighting, bicycle parking, road surfacing, car
parking and the Eton Walkway. Most recently the Barnes Pool Watercourse Restoration Project
has had his support from before Day One, when it was simply an idea through to now, when
the project to establish Eyot-tun, our island town, reaches its conclusion. Residents, businesses
and visitors will have another outstanding area to enjoy within weeks of today.
I would like to thank the regular and guest contributors and the sponsors of this issue of Eton
Matters, without whose generosity we would be unable to produce this mini-mag. The sponsors
are: Kavanagh’s Budgens, New & Lingwood, Fresh n Fine, Warren Property, J Manley Gallery,
Rhubarb and Custard, Vario Press, Beechwood Interiors, Eton Stationers, My Handyman, Eton
Cycles, Salamandra, Lewandowski Architects, Eton Mess and Eton College.. Peter Eaton, Editor

Forthcoming Eton Community Association Meetings
Wednesday 13 March Wednesday 6.30 at Eton Porny School
Wednesday 24 April AGM & Wednesday 5 June Both 6.30pm at the Council Offices
Everyone welcome

Eton Community Association and Eton Matters Information
ECA Chair - Ros Rivaz- chairman@etoncommunity.co.uk
ECA Secretary - Jade Hunter- secretary@etoncommunity.co.uk
ECA Treasurer - Malcolm Leach - treasurer@etoncommunity.co.uk
EM Editor - Peter Eaton - editor@etoncommunity.co.uk
Disclaimer and Copyright: The Eton Community Association has taken every care in compiling information and materials but will not be
held responsible for any loss, damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy or error contained in this publication. The
accuracy of material provided by contributors or from third party sources can not be assured and is likely to be copyright of the author and
therefore permission to use or copy such material must be sought from the author. The Eton Community Association does not endorse any
web sites, services or products mentioned and can not be responsible for the content or privacy policy of external web sites.
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Town & Gown

Su Wijaratna - Lower Master, Eton College
During my first 18 months of living in Eton I’ve been impressed by the vibrancy, affability
and cohesive spirit found throughout Eton town. In my previous role as Deputy Head
Pastoral of St Paul’s Girls’ School on Brook Green in West London I had enjoyed working
within and surrounded by the beautiful architecture of Gerald Horsley, but nothing
compares to that first majestic view of the College with its soaring Chapel spires and
historic buildings leading into the High Street and across the bridge to more history.
The High Street itself has a somewhat different feel from the Uxbridge Road in
Shepherds Bush from where I came, and as a family we have very much enjoyed getting
to know Eton and its environs.
My first experience of Eton
High Street was, however,
slightly forlorn; a wet, grey
day rushing out to grab a
much-needed bite to eat in
the pouring rain during a
break in the middle of one of
the final job interviews for
the Lower Master’s position.
Since that inauspicious start
the town’s immense charms
and integral importance to
the College have become
only too apparent to our
family. Everyone in every
shop, pub, tailors, florists or
doctors’ surgery has been
extremely warm, welcoming,
chatty and interested by my
appointment as Lower
Master where I have
operational oversight of the
College. In Eton there is
always a sense that people
and relationships really do
matter. Our family
certainly enjoy the excellent mix of independent shops, the flags and flowers, and the
ever-friendly neighbourhood vibe. It is immensely important that the Eton College boys
know, contribute to and are actively part of a thriving town that has a genuine
community spirit. It’s a wonderful model for them as they progress through their
budding educational careers and it exemplifies the kind of strong and cohesive
community that we – and the boys in time – should all hope and aspire to create.
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Sometimes

Dreams Really Do Come True

Like most schoolboys I
became a fan of motor
sport but at the time,
just after the second
World War, there was a
very slow return to the
glory days of the 1930s
and there were few
venues where top class
motor sport was taking
place. One was at
Silverstone which was
an ex Royal Air Force
WW2 bomber base that
had become available. Racing was around the perimeter tracks which were ideal for
motor sport as there were no obstructions and the whole area was completely flat and
devoid of buildings. In 1950 circuit racing had progressed to the point where the
governing body of international motor sport, the FIA, decided to create a world
championship by grouping the principal races in several European countries including
the United Kingdom and the British international race was granted the title of Grand
Prix of Europe.

My first car

A couple of school friends and I, together with their fathers and a few others, had the
opportunity to go and watch the race and arrangements were made to hire a pre-war
motor coach for the five hour drive from our home town. We duly started off before
dawn on Saturday the 13th of May 1950 in order to reach the circuit in good time to
watch the all-important race as well as some of the support races. The entrance fee to
the circuit was 15/- (75p) which gave us access to the track side. In those days there were
no spectator stands and safety measures consisted of a rope held up by wooden posts
and a few straw bales scattered around. We had no chairs and simply sat on the grass.
Fortunately there were a few food and drink caravans nearby so we did not starve.
Toilet facilities consisted of screened off holes in the ground, but we were in heaven.
In due course His Majesty King George VI and Queen Elizabeth arrived and drove round
the circuit in an open car. This was the first and so far the only time that a reigning
British monarch has attended a British formula one race. We all settled down to watch
the racing and to enjoy the sight of famous cars and drivers circulating at high speed.
The sounds and smells of the cars are still a vivid memory and on the long journey home
in the evening I felt that I would very much like to become part of the motor racing scene
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Derek Ledger,
Eton Resident

one day but knew that
it would only be a
dream.
Exactly fifty years later,
almost to the day, I
returned to Silverstone
for the 2000 British
Formula One grand
prix in but in very
different circumstances
My first real car to my first visit. My
Triumph TR3A
dream had come true
as over the intervening
years I had worked my way up the ladder of international motor sport governance and
was now one of the vice presidents of the ruling body, the FIA (Federation
Internationale de l’Automobile), which sets the sporting regulations and supervises
their application. I had been appointed as one of the international sporting stewards
for the race together with a colleague from
With King Hussein,
Switzerland. The host country national steward
Jordan Rally 1975
was the recently retired commanding officer of
the RAF Red Devils aerobatic flight squadron.
During one of the social occasions associated
with the race weekend I spoke to Sir Sterling
Moss and Bernie Ecclestone the F1 supremo
and mentioned that I had attended the race
exactly fifty years earlier. They said that I must
have seen them both in the 500cc race which
was one of the support events and their first
races as unknown young drivers. This occasion
was also my first meeting with Michael
Schumacher, the future multiple world
champion but then a fledgling driver.
Once again, on the way back home after the
race weekend I pondered on my position and
confirmed that sometimes dreams really do
come true.
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A Steady Hand

Ash Bishop, Signwriter by Jane Smart
Eton is famous not only for the College
but also its well preserved historic high
street, an attractive place in which to
live, work and spend time as a visitor.
The traditional appearance of some of
the shop fronts and signage are due in
no small part to the skills of local
craftsman Ash Bishop of The Brilliant
Sign Co. The familiar lettering on shops
we pass every day and the iconic black
and white College signs are all examples of his work.
The great grandson of a signwriter, Ash couldn’t
decide between a career as a barrister, in the
military or signwriting so spread his options with a
law degree, Army training at Sandhurst and a City
& Guilds painting and decorating course which
included signwriting. He credits Eton College with
the start of his signwriting career when a chance
meeting in 1999 with Paul Bayley [of the College’s
Buildings Department] led to the opportunity to
continue the work of the late John Haymes who
created Eton’s iconic signs.
Since then Ash has seen a revival in what was a vanishing craft after the financial crash of
2008-09 prompted an upturn in the number of people rejecting office-based/IT work in
favour of craft-based industries, and he now receives several approaches a week from
hopeful apprentices in the UK and overseas.
In the current climate of struggling high streets where generic shops and fascias
contribute nothing to the shopping experience, Ash feels strongly that a key factor in
retail success is individuality, sympathetic presentation in keeping with the age and style
of building, and the creation of a traditional vibe to attract all generations.
See www.briliantsigns.co.uk or
Instagram @brilliantsigns for
more about Brilliant Signs’
heritage, techniques and designs
– and look out for Ash either up a
ladder or on a stool with his case
of paints, brushes and gold leaf.
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Autumn Clean

Vernon Li & Freddie zu Wied, Eton College Environmental Society
On Sunday 18th November, fifty members of
the Eton Clean Up crew descended under
blue skies onto the town to clear its streets
and surrounding fields of litter. Fifteen Eton
beaks and their families, a dozen boys, and
numerous members of the local community
came to support. After meeting in the Town
Council, we armed ourselves with gloves,
high-vis jackets, bags and litter pickers
before dispersing through the High Street,
South Meadow and the Brocas. Crew
members battled through dense shrubbery
on South Meadow Lane to find cans,
cigarettes, plastic bags and Styrofoam boxes
wedged in the soil. A variety of larger items
also found their way into the hands of the
volunteers, including chairs and bikes! The
morning concluded with a chance for
conversation over hot tea and bacon butties,
graciously provided by a local hotel.
A total of 58 full bin-bags of inorganic waste were collected over the course of the
morning. Barbara, who filled a total of three of these bags, recounted her commendable
efforts: “I collected a car battery, which was very heavy, I must say…”. Despite the great
volumes of rubbish gathered, many remarked on how there was less this time than last. A
good sign, but no excuse not to take your waste home with you or to put it in a nearby
bin! It was, by all accounts, a lovely morning. Thanks must go to all involved: the boys; the
beaks and their families; members of the Eton Community, Eton and Castle. A special
thanks to Mr Shirwani (HAS) and Mlle Herbommez (PFMH) for getting boys at the college
really stuck in, and, of course, to Ros Rivas for gathering us all together for another
successful and thoroughly enjoyable Eton Clean Up.
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Our Lady of Sorrows

Catholic Church

The remarkable chapel of Our Lady of Sorrows on Eton Court was created by one man
as an expression of his devout Catholicism and for the benefit of Eton College boys
and the wider community. However, when completed in 1914, the new church was
met with hostility from Eton College’s Head Master.
The building is the creation of
Alfred, Lord Braye, an extraordinary
man. He first arrived at Eton as
Alfred Wyatt-Edgell (1849–1928), a
nine year old boy starting at the
college. His earliest impressions,
recorded in his autobiography,
included astonishment at the leisure
time and freedom that his new
school allowed him. However, he
grew increasingly dissatisfied with
the school’s
Anglican services and later converted
to Catholicism while a student at
King’s College, Cambridge.

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church

After Cambridge, a rich life of varied
achievements followed. He was wounded while commanding a battalion during the
Boer War and awarded the South African cross for his efforts; he became a longserving magistrate in Rugby, and he also published his own poetry, as well as his
thoughts on Catholicism.
As the third son, Alfred had never been expected to succeed to the Barony of Braye.
However, his brother Henry (b. 1847) died at the age of just 19, while serving in
Ireland. Then in 1879 Alfred suffered a series of losses: his aunt, Maria Otway-Cave (b.
1792), who held the Barony of Braye in abeyance; his eldest brother Edmund (b. 1845),
who was serving in the Anglo-Zulu War; and his mother Henrietta (nee Otway; b. 1809)
all passed away that year. In his grief, Braye was made 5th Baron Braye, inheriting the
Stanford estate in Leicestershire, including Stanford Hall (built 1697–1700).
In addition to restoring Stanford Hall itself, Braye undertook the design and
construction of a Catholic chapel between the main building and the stables. However,
it would have a short history. The lack of any damp course meant that the structure
soon became unsafe. Braye salvaged what he could, including marble balustrades,
paintings and decorative features, before the building was demolished. These
elements were reused for his second project to design and build a chapel, this time at
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Philippa Martin,

Keeper of Fine and Decorative Art, Eton College
Eton. Highlights from Braye’s
collection include an impressive
painting of The Lamentation by the
baroque painter Guido Reni (1575–
1642), probably bought by Braye in
Italy. Within the western-most side
chapel, to the right as you enter,
there is an Italian processional cross,
dating from the late 15th or early
16th century. In the opposite side
chapel, a high relief terracotta panel by ceramic artist George Tinworth (1843–1913)
illustrates the New Testament story of the Release of Peter.
Braye’s creation was not warmly received and the then Head Master at the college,
Edward Lyttelton, was openly hostile. Consequently an ancient by-law was invoked,
which prevented the building of any
structure overlooking college land. But Braye
remained defiant, designing a modestly
proportioned and discreet chapel in the
baroque style, with an interior richly covered
by marble and gilt decoration and
ornamented with paintings and decorative
art collected for the purpose. After the
completion of the chapel, Lyttelton warned
Braye of ‘the old bitter antagonism’ towards
Catholicism, and stated: ‘I have flatly
forbidden any boy going near the new
church.’

Interior of Our Lady of Sorrows today

Despite his achievement, Braye remained
dissatisfied at the prejudice shown by the
college, who sent Catholic Eton boys into
Windsor to attend services. However, in 2012,
more than 80 years after his death, the
college purchased the building for a nominal
sum. Now, by sympathetically maintaining
and restoring this remarkable building and
its collections, the college plays an important
role in preserving Braye’s legacy and
honouring his intention.

13

Eton Porny School
Katherine Russell

Head Teacher

Although by the time you read this article it will actually be March, we do still want to
wish the whole community a very Happy New Year!
As many of you already know, the school became a member of the Slough and East
Berkshire Multi-Academy Trust (SEBMAT) in February 2016 and I joined the school as
Headteacher in January 2017. The school received its inspection visit by OFSTED
recently in October 2018 and achieved a judgement of ‘Good’ for Overall effectiveness,
with two ‘Outstanding’ judgements for the Effectiveness of leadership and
management, and for Personal development, behaviour and safety. We are delighted
with the outcome of the report which we know is an accurate and fair reflection of
our whole school community: from school leadership to governance; from staff to
children; and from teaching to administration.
The full report is available to read on our school website, but I would like to
particularly draw attention to the following comment, as the success of the school in a
relatively short space of time has been a whole school community effort.
‘The headteacher, ably supported by her senior team, has revitalised the quality of
education provided by the school. The parents, carers, pupils and staff are united
behind her vision. This is a school that has improved rapidly.’
You may also have noticed a smart new sign hanging at the front of the school,
particular thanks for this go to Paul Bayley, George Fussey and the designer Vedant
Dedraj a pupil at Eton College.

Bookworm

from Eton Library

Mary Skelly and Anna Fallgren, the new supervisors at Eton Library, apologise for not
being able to bring you the library page in this issue as they have only recently taken
over, however, it will be back I the next issue.

Library Opening and Events:
Open: Mon -4.00-17.00; Tues-10.00-13.00 & 14.00-17.00: Fri-14.00-19.00;
Sat-10.00-13.00
Eton Book Group: 6.00-7.00pm Fridays every 4 weeks. Check with Library
for exact dates
Community Warden: 1st Tuesday every month 11.00-12.00 for help with
community Issues
Story, craft and rhyme time: please enquire at the library.
14
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Diary
Mar
13th
19th
24th
24th
26th
Apr
16th
18th

6.30 – Eton Community Association meeting – Eton Porny School
1.30 – Barnes Pool Watercourse Restoration Opening – Baldwin’s Bridge
11.00 – Eton Spring Clean – from Town Council Offices
8.15 – School Concert – School Hall, Eton College
8.15 – ECMS Choral Concert – School Hall, Eton College
6.30 – Shared Supper & Communion – St. John the Baptist Church, Eton Wick
9.30 – Walk of Hope – Start at St. John the Evangelist, Eton to
10.30 – St John the Baptist, Eton Wick – Service & Hot Cross Buns, continue to
12.30 – St James the Less, Dorney
5.30 – Sunrise Service – St Mary Magdalene, Boveney
18.30 – Eton Community Association meeting AGM– Eton Council Offices

21st
24th
Jun
5th
18.30 – Eton Community Association meeting – Eton Council Offices
Regular Events
Council Office – Eton: Tues – Fri – 08.00-13.00
Charteris Club – Lunch Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 12.00-14.00– Eton Wick Village Hall
Eton College Museums – Every Sunday – 14.30-17.00 –Free entry
Eton Town Council Meeting – 19.30 - First Thursday of Month - Eton Council Offices
Library: Mon – 14.00-17.00; Tues – 10.00-13.00 & 14.00-17.00; Fri – 14.00-19.00;
Sat – 10.00-13.00 Library Diary see page 14
Churches (regular services)
St. John the Evangelist, Eton (C of E) Services
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 10.00 - Communion (said)
Tuesdays – 9.15-11.30 Community Bible Study
(Sundays – 9.30 & 11.00 Services - St. John the Baptist, Eton Wick)
Our Lady of Sorrows (Catholic) - Service – Sundays – 09.30
Apostolic Fellowship of Christ – Baldwin Institute
Sunday School – Sundays - 15.00; Bible Lectures – 2nd & 4th Sundays - 18.30

Eton Matters - We Need Your Stories

We need you to contribute to this magazine!
To keep this mini-magazine going we need your stories of your
interests, your families association with Eton past or present, the
history of your home or street or your observations around Eton.
Email: editor @etoncommunity.co.uk
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Useful Numbers
Charteris Club

Julie or Jackie

07598 565091

Churches

St John the Evangelist (Vicar)

01753 852268

Our Lady of Sorrows, Eton Court

01753 542862

Community Warden

Jake Hynard

01628 685636

Council Offices, Eton	

01753 860377

Councillor (RBWM)

Malcolm Alexander

01753 850389

Emergency

Fire/Ambulance/Police

999

Eton College	

01753 370100

Eton Community Association

Chair

07734 073117

Treasurer

01753 865647

Library

Eton

01753 860506

24 hr renewal line

0303 123 0035

Eton Porny School	

01753 861995

Eton Pre-School	

01753 850842

Healthcare

Fast Medical Help, Non-Emergency (NHS)
Doctors
Hospitals

111

South Meadow Surgery (24 hr line)

01753 833777

(Appointments)

01753 832332

King Edward VII Outpatients, Windsor

01753 860441

Prince Charles Eye Unit, KE VII Casualty

01753 636359

Wexham Park Hospital

01753 633000

Wexham Park A& E

01753 634017

Upton Hospital, nr Slough – Walk-in unit

01753 821441

Heatherwood & St. Marks Minor Injuries units

01753 877805

Heatherwood Hospital

01344 623333

St. Marks Outpatients 

01628 632012

Natural History Museum

Eton (curator)

01753 370602

Police

Crime in Progress

River Authority

Environment Agency (gen. enquiries)

03708 506 506

Floodline

0345 988 1188

999

Non-Emergency

Royal Borough Of Windsor And Maidenhead (customer care)

101

01628 683800

24 hour line for key services – report illicit actions,
late night noise, dangerous structures, etc.
01753 853517
Swan Support	

07968 868172

17

18

Eton within the Borough
Malcolm Alexander

RBWM Councillor for Eton and Castle
This will be my final article for Eton Matters, so time to reflect.
Together, I’m pleased to say we have achieved much during the past four years and a
good working relationship has been formed between RBWM and the Eton Community
Association. Some examples of this excellent partnership are:
The Eton Walkway.
Upgrading of the town lighting.
Provision of cycle parking.
Gully replacements throughout the High St.
Finding the brook.
Plus, there is more in the pipeline.
The upside of being a councillor is when we can provide financial support or agreement
for worthwhile projects which benefit the community.
The downside is when we can’t. In the 20 years I have been involved with planning the
rules and laws have changed at an alarming rate, more so now than when I first began.
For this reason, attendance at the regular planning training sessions is a must for anyone
who sits on a quasi-judicial planning panel. Consideration must also be given to the
advice and evidence provided by other professional bodies. Given all this knowledge,
abstaining is not an option. If I can offer one piece of advice to those who apply for
planning permission it would be – please, if permission is granted then get your project
underway as soon as possible. Three years down the line, when this expires, there is
every likelihood that the rules will have changed and it will not be permitted.
I have been fortunate in the past four years to have met some very interesting people,
especially when judging the Front Gardens in Bloom (who is this person peering through
my fence? I must talk to him!). Closer links with Eton College has been very welcome,
but no-one has been more helpful and supportive than Ros. I hope we will keep in
touch.
Onward and upward. Boundary changes mean new challenges for me, standing in the
Ward created in Windsor where I live, and also for the three councillors who will now
have Eton and Castle in their remit. Who will write the next article for Eton Matters?
Maybe a rolling rota? Variety, as they say, is the spice of life.
Contact by email: cllr.alexander@rbwm.gov.uk or phone 01753 850389
Protected View: The cover photo shows the view of the Curfew Tower from
the High Street which is one of the many views within or from Eton or Eton Wick
protected from developments by the Eton & Eton Wick Neighbourhood Plan
that was adopted by the Borough in September last year.
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Naturewatch - Wagtails
If Eton High Street ever wanted to adopt a bird as its mascot, I would select the incredibly
adaptable Pied Wagtail over the annoyingly cosmopolitan Pigeon. They are often seen
searching for their preferred food of insects and other small invertebrates on the High
Street and pavements and are familiar sights in car parks such as Meadow Lane and at
local supermarkets. They will feed off insects knocked down by cars but will also forage a
crumb or two when hungry. They are impressively bold and have even been known to
pick insects off vehicle grilles. Not surprisingly, around bird feeders they favour
mealworms.

Pied Wagtail (male) courtesy of Lisa Carter

Our local Pied Wagtails are
resident over winter but like to
take advantage of communal
roosts to stay safe and keep
warm. For example, flocks
numbering well over 1,000
birds are seen at Heathrow,
enjoying the safety from
predators conferred by the
extra illumination when
daylight is at a premium. They
benefit from the warmth
emanating from buildings
which are used virtually 24 – 7
as well as their own collective
body warmth. In the breeding
season, wagtails rely on
cavities of any kind for nest

sites and they can be surprisingly hard to locate.
When not in an urban setting they love to forage across gardens and short pasture,
flushing out their prey by walking briskly and then taking flies on the wing once
disturbed. They often follow livestock in paddocks, living off the flies associated with
horses and cattle.
The Latin name of the wagtails, Motacilla, reflects their habit of running about briskly.
Motare means ‘to move about’. Their characteristic habit of tail-flicking is not fully
understood but there is evidence that such wagging increases in the presence of potential
predators and indicates a level of awareness in the birds concerned. This also seems to be
true for moorhens, too. Pied Wagtails are almost exclusively British and Irish, being one
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George Fussey
Curator,

Eton College Natural History Museum
subspecies of the White Wagtail which has a number of races
occupying the Northern Hemisphere.
Other wagtail species are also found in Eton. The Grey
Wagtail, which is far more colourful than its name suggests,
likes to forage in my riverside garden during the winter,
attracted by the fast-flowing water of the nearby mill race. It
has distinctive lemon underparts in the winter and a much
longer tail than its Pied cousin but is not to be confused with
Yellow Wagtails! Grey Wagtail Courtesy of Dave Bartlett, The Birds of Berkshire Atlas
The Eton College Natural History Museum in South Meadow Lane is open to the public every
Sunday, from 2.30pm until 5pm. It is Berkshire’s only dedicated Natural History Museum and is a
family-friendly museum with over 16,000 objects. It has numerous displays featuring the wildlife
of the Thames Valley. Contact us: g.fussey@etoncollege.org.uk or by phone on 01753 370602 or visit
www.etonnhm.com

Eton Pre-School
Sue Clifford - Manager

The old adage of you learn something new every
day is certainly something we know at pre-school
and I don’t just mean the children!

One of our fantastic aliens created
by Arina for our Space area.

This year I celebrate my 20th Year working at
pre-school and I am still learning all the time.
Every child that comes to play brings their own
skills, knowledge and sense of humour. Visitors to
us are often surprised that our classroom changes
around all the time but this is because it reflects
the needs and interests of the children in the
group. Our current cohort is particularly motivated
by imaginary role play, so far this term we have
explored space investigated castles and mixed
potions and cast spells. What comes next will be
up to them but whatever they decide to do I know
they will learn something new, and so will I!

Come and see for yourself at Eton Pre-School, behind Eton Sports, off Sun Close or
ring 07500249270 www.etonpreschool.org
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Taking Council
Bob Austen, Town Clerk, Eton Town Council
Tel: 01753 860377

email: etoncouncil@aol.com

On Thursday 3rd May this year there will be local elections, encompassing both Borough
and Town/Parish Councils. On Eton Town Council there are 7 councillors representing Eton
and 7 representing Eton Wick. Being a town councillor is an interesting and satisfying
voluntary role and several of our councillors have served the Council faithfully for many
years.
I have been asked the question ‘what does a town/parish councillor actually do?’ and so I
am listing below a ‘job description’ and if anyone would like to find out more, do please
contact me.
•

To participate constructively in the government of Eton Town Council

•

To participate fully in the formation and scrutiny of the Council’s policies, 		
budgets, strategies and service delivery.

•

To ensure, with other councillors, that the Town Council is properly managed.

•

To keep up to date with significant developments affecting the Town Council at 		
local, regional and national levels.

•

To promote the economic, social and environmental well-being of the Town 		
taking account of the strategic effects on other communities and the Town 		
Council as a whole.

•

To represent effectively the interests of the Town and deal with residents’ 		
enquiries, representations and complaints.

•

To attend Town Council meetings.

•

To prepare for meetings and being properly informed about the issues to be 		
discussed.

•

To take part in meetings and form sound judgements based on what is best for 		
the community and then abide by majority decisions.

•

To represent the Town Council on outside bodies to which the Councillor is 		
appointed.

•

To maintain proper standards of behaviour as an elected representative of the 		
people.

•

To fulfil the statutory and locally determined requirements of an elected 		
member including compliance with all relevant codes of conduct and 			
maintaining high ethical standards.

•

To participate effectively as a member of any committee or working party to 		
which the Councillor is appointed.

•

To uphold the Town Council’s Standing Orders and ethical standards (ensuring 		
that the impartiality of council staff is not compromised).
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In His Presence
La Stacey

Vicar, St. John the Evangelist Church
Every so often a film script will drop into my in-box with a request from a location
manager to film in one of the churches in the benefice. I’m usually a bit sad when I’ve
read them. I get sad that Jesus is so misunderstood and that the church is seen in the
way represented by these scripts. I want to cry in apology to the Big Wide World. I
suppose that Lent is an appropriate time to feel like this!
I’m sorry when we’ve acted as though Christianity is something you say in words, rather
than a way to live. I’m sorry when we haven’t modelled the way that Jesus led by
serving. I’m sorry if institutions that claim the name of Jesus have operated systems that
have produced prejudice, division, manipulation and dishonour. Jesus never meant that
we should divide and discriminate, dominate or devalue others.
It wasn’t always like that.
An ancient Christian, Justin Martyr, wrote in his ‘First Apology’:
“We who formerly . . . valued above all things the acquisition of wealth and possessions,
now bring what we have into a common stock, and communicate to everyone in need;
we who hated and destroyed one another, and on account of their different manners
would not live with men of a different tribe, now, since the coming of Christ, live
familiarly with them, and pray for our enemies...”
Far from being divisive, in those early centuries
Christianity gained a reputation for bringing
diverse peoples together. Both enemies and
defenders of Christianity understood that the new
faith transformed people. Where-ever followers
enacted Jesus’s teachings, Christianity changed
lives and served as a practical spiritual pathway.
In my experience that still happens. I am stunned
by all the people I know who model their lives on
Jesus and give unstintingly of themselves; who are
generous and welcoming to everyone around
them; who give their time and precious nights
without sleeping to bring support to others. I’m
looking forward to getting a script one day that
celebrates these gracious people and shows an
appreciation of the person Jesus really was and his
immeasurable significance!
See Diary (p.16) for seasonal and regular services. For information about our churches, activities
and church history please see our parishes’ website: stjohnstjamesed.org.uk
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Boom! Boom! Eton’s Christmas
Some things don’t change and that can be very good! As the internet says:
Modern pantomime includes songs, gags, slapstick comedy and dancing. It employs
gender-crossing actors and combines topical humour with a story more or less based on a
well-known fairy tale, fable or folk tale. It is a participatory form of theatre, in which the
audience is expected to sing along with certain parts of the music and shout out phrases
to the performers.
And don’t we love it? On no we don’t….oh yes we do!
We are so proud that the Windsor Theatre has celebrated 80 years of pantomime this
year. Secondly, the duo of “mother” and son, with actors Stephen Blakely and Kevin
Cruise has graced the floorboards at Windsor for 10 years!

Basil with Ieva and Eton Mayor, Derek Bishop

To celebrate Eton’s enjoyment
and interest, the soon-to-be Eton
Information Centre at 67 High
Street showcased many of Basil
Brush’s outfits, made by local
Designer Ieva Poriete. It
showcased the wonderful
Marilyn Monroe white satin dress
which featured last year, when
the dame jumped out of a cake
to sing Happy Birthday. If you
can remember the original when
Marilyn Monroe sang this to
President Kennedy, then we can
guess your age!

Ieva says that she would like to think that the clothes she makes have a little bit of magic
stitched into them, but then again it would not be magic if she told you all about it. What
she can reveal is that since she started designing costumes for Theatre Royal Windsor
annual panto, and especially Steven Blakeley and Basil Brush, they have gone from
strength to strength! Even Daily Mail theatre critic Quentin Letts paid a secret visit and
gave it a boom boom review.
Panto in numbers:
80 years of traditional Panto played in Theatre Royal Windsor
10 years for our favourites Steven Blakeley, Kevin Cruz and 5 years that Basil Brush has
delivered Panto jokes and gags
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An Interview with Ieva Poriete
6 weeks of Panto with 86 performances. And it was very much sold out this year,
breaking a ticket sale record.
40 years for Director Robert Miles in the theatre.
Number 67 Eton High Street is also seeing changes happening as it changes from much
enjoyed Panto Christmas Window into a fully functioning Eton Information Centre.
Since Ieva has become the official costume designer for Basil Brush we may well be
seeing more of entertaining appearances and projects around Eton boosting creative and
community spirit.
Boom, boom!

Kid’s Play - Christmas Started Here

Terry, Age 8

There are lots of things to do at
Christmas but my Christmas starts
with the Eton Christmas Lights Switch
on. I walk down to the chapel with
my family and found seats for
ourselves inside. The service started
with a College boy singing the first
verse of Once in Royal David’s City on
his own and then the rest of the choir
and us joined in. The Reverend La
took the service and there were more
songs from the College choir and Eton Porny children.
After we came out from the service there was a dolphin collecting money for charity.
We walked back down the High Street and waited for Father Christmas, the elves and
reindeer to come. When
they had arrived Basil Brush
and Kevin Cruise from the
Dick Whittington from the
Windsor Pantomime came
on stage and started the
countdown to the lights
going on. They were
wonderful!
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Vario Press is delighted to be supporting
the Eton Community Association.
Creating professional design and print products
for local businesses and Eton College.
Attention to detail – and service to match.
For more information please contact Peter Alexander at:
Vario Press Ltd
Marish Wharf, St. Mary’s Road, Langley, Slough Berkshire SL3 6DA

Tel: 01753 548944 www.variouk.com
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Kid’s Play - My 10 Highlights
Dylan

Hi everyone
My name is Dylan and I’ve lived in Eton for just over three years. I’m four but I can’t
remember much from my first year, so Eton really is the only home I know. I just love it
and thought I would give you the top 10 highlights of life in my community:
1.

I recommend scooting down the high street. I do this most days and should 		
apologise now for any ankles that I’ve inadvertently scrapped!

2.

The Recreation Ground. Eton Rec. is marvellous, I’ve a particular soft spot for 		
the swings and ‘big’ slide, actually the small slide is pretty cool, I love the small
house underneath where I can hide from Mummy!

3.

Being friendly to your neighbours. If it were up to me, everyone would greet 		
each other in the street. I’ve found a wave and a smile are always reciprocated
enthusiastically. I look out for Emma and Misty in the hairdressers and give 		
Karen a big wave in the deli, I will miss her now that she’s gone.

4.

Nimia the coffee shop. The girls who work there are awesome – they have an
endless supply of hot chocolate, ice-cream and treats. It’s amazing!

5.

Watching the boats on the bridge, waving at the people and listening to the 		
buskers. When I grow up I’m going to play the guitar and sing just like them!

6.

Eating a hot dog in the Flaming Cow and getting ketchup all over my mouth, 		
face and clothes. Yum!

7.

Watching the Christmas lights being switched on and seeing Santa – this is 		
possibly the best day of the year.

8.

Buying my Sunday newspaper from the nice man across the road, he always 		
smiles and asks me what I’m doing and that makes me feel really special.

9.

Swimming in Eton pool. I love jumping off the side and using the floats to get
around, one day I will be able to swim all on my own.

10.

Probably the best thing about Eton though are my friends … they all live on 		
the High Street or down in Willowbrook and life is always better when they’re
around.

Swanning Around: Swan Upping took place the third week of July last year
traveling upstream from Sunbury to Abingdon. A total of 114 cygnets were caught
and rung, from approximately 33 successful breeding pairs. Interestingly, one adult
male caught at Abingdon was found to be a 2003 cygnet born in Marlow, which goes
to show how far a swan will travel to find a mate and a territory.
Swan Support: 07968 868172 or01628 876336
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www.swansupport.org.uk

Wrestling with Success

Jatinder Sing Rakhra - Windsor, Eton and Ascot Town Assistant
I really enjoy working for the Windsor, Eton and Ascot Town Partnership, but it is so
different from what I used to do!
My Dad was a postman who came to the UK from Punjab, India to Slough. Aged four, I
was taken to a wrestling club; I hated it. I was tiny. I always used to lose! But the more I
grew, the more I won. At the age of 16, I decided to move from Slough to Manchester
for sixth form and live with a host family so I could be near the British Wrestling
Academy in Salford and receive the best coaching. It paid off; by 2008 I became British
junior champion at 55kg, and I represented Great Britain.
When I graduated (with a degree in
Sports and Leisure Management) in
2010, I wanted to wrestle as much as
possible. So just as I’d packed my bag
at 16 and moved from Slough to
Manchester, I moved to Lviv in
Ukraine. I lived in a cheap hostel,
learned to speak Russian and was
welcomed by wrestling clubs, with
whom I trained twice a day.
When you don’t know wrestling, it’s
easy to make the mistake of thinking that nothing much is happening. In fact, every
feint, every twitch, is a gesture of potential mayhem. “I give you a hand there, I give you
it for a reason, it’s like a maggot for a fish, ‘cause I know you’re going to grab it,” said
the Lancashire wrestler John Rigby in the documentary film Catch: The Hold Not Taken
(2005). “And that’s what I want you to do, I want you to grab that wrist. And then I
make my move… I’m looking two moves ahead, it’s like a game of chess.”
When I came back home in 2012, ready to train with the British squad for the 2016
Olympics, the funding had been taken away. I wrestled for GB winning lots of
international titles and I travelled to Beijing as part of the Team GB ambition
programme, although I did not compete.
I was a casting agent for the film Dangal that was released by Bollywood, starring Amir
Khan and my name is in the credits! Last year and this I assisted managing Team
England Wrestling at the Gold Coast and now I am the Talent Pathway Lead for England
Wrestling.
Having said all that, I had to earn money and start a career when I came back from
Ukraine and I am so pleased that Paul Roach decided I could help in the W, E & A Team.
It was time for me to settle down too, with Oksana, who is a Ukrainian wrestler. Oksana
was an Olympian in 2008, along with a European Junior Gold title and World Junior
Bronze Medal.
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